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First, my apologies to John, 
Paul, George, Ringo, and Will. But at 
least when | swipe, | only swipe from 
the best. 

Second, despite the title of this 
column, this is not a ‘How to break 
into funny books” piece. | couldn't tell 
you that if | tried. | don’t even know 
how I didit. The phone rang one day, 
| answered it, and the next thing | 
knew my middle name was “EX- 
MUTANTS.” 

Or almost. There was a little bit 
in between. As those of you fortunate 
enough to have a copy of EX- 
MUTANTS #1 know, the book actually 
began life as YOUNG EX-MUTANT 
SAMURAI HUMANS. First it was a 
‘one-shot parody title, then a four-issue 
mini-series. Next thing | knew, it was 
a full-fledged monthly comic book 
series. 

‘As the saner among you al- 
most certainly realize, | was hardly 
thrilled at the prospect of writing yet 
another entry into the long-title baw 
sweepstakes. But | set out to do the 
best | could with it. 

After a couple of false starts, | 
wrote a first issue that | could be, well, 
not exactly proud of, but at least | 
didn’t have to close my eyes when | 
shave in the morning. The book also 
had the good fortune of having the ex- 
tremely talented and so-fast-im- 
proving-it-scares-me-sometimes Ron 
Lim as an artist. And a funny thing 
happened. 

This comic-book that began life 
as another poor stepchild of Frank 
Miller and Mutant Turtles went out in- 
to the comic shops and, near as we 
can tell, everybody loved it. The 
seventy-five thousand copies we 
printed — which included thousands 
allowed for re-orders — sold out easi- 
ly. Reader response has been phe- 
nomonal. And when those calls for re- 
orders came, we couldn’t fill all of 
them. 


Thus came this SPECIAL EDI- 
TION. We wanted everyone who 
wanted to read the first issue to have 
achance to do so. And, in these days 
of reprintings ad-infinitum, we wanted 
to do more. 

Rather than just wringing 
another $1.80 out of everyone, we 
decided to go back and add new 
material. Clear up some of the ques- 
tions that a too-cramped first issue 


didn’t have time or space to answer. 
Not to mention brand-new pages of 
gorgeous Ron Lim art. 

Now that EX-MUTANTS has 
made me rich and famous, or at least 
middle class and vaguely familiar, the 
‘one question I've heard more than any 
other has been something like ‘How 
do you do it? Where do your ideas 
come form?" Everyone from cust- 
omers at the bar where I've worked for 
the last four years (and drank for the 
last eight) and cute 19-year-old girls 
at parties to my family and best friends 
ask me variations on that question. 

The truth is, even | don’t know 
exactly. | do know, though, that the 
more junk | pour into my head, the 
more junk | seem to pour back out. 
And I've got a voracious appetite for 
junk. 

First, | read a lot, and not just 
funny books, either. | love to read 
Hunter S. Thompson, perhaps the 
‘only man in the world today who I'll 
concede is more deranged than | am, 
and I’m sure he'll pop up in something 
| write sooner or later. In fact, I'ma 
sixties junkie in general. | read a lot 
of magazines and | try to read a cou- 
ple of newspapers a day. Most of the 
real world is more unbelievable than 
fiction anyway. 

Not that I don’t read comics. | 
don’t think there’s anyone in this 
business who didn't grow up reading 
and loving them. But the mind doesn't 
exactly flourish on a steady diet of 
Marvel Team-Up. Elzie Segar’s classic 
Thimble Theater, Chester Gould's ear- 
ly Dick Tracy, George Herriman’s 
Krazy Kat, Will Eisner, Robert Crumb, 
Gary Trudeau, Gilbert Shelton’s 
Fabulous Furry Freak Brothers, Car\ 
Barks’ ducks and Floyd Gottfredson’s 
mice, | can curl up with any of these 
for an evening and hardly even regret 
there's nothing softer and warmer 
around to curl up with. There are pro- 
bably hundreds of other titles and 
creators | could mention, but these 
names come to mind as | sit here typ- 
ing, and listing everything would pro- 
bably knock out all 32 pages of the 
story and I'd still have to quit in the 
middle. 

Television has certainly in- 
fluenced me, also. Monty Python, 
SCTV, Fridays, Star Trek, the original 
Saturday Night Live, Mr. Ed, The Flint- 
stones, pro wrestling (But don’t watch 


it sober), MTV, Bugs Bunny — Lord 
knows I can go happily brain-dead for 
an evening with any of these and 
countless others. 

love movies, especially Holly- 
wood classics of the 30's and 40's. | 
wanted to grow up to be Groucho 
Marx, and sometimes | think | almost 
succeeded. The Wizard of Oz, Mr. 
Smith Goes To Washington, and 
almost anything else Frank Capra 
directed. The Three Stooges, Charlie 
Chaplin, W.C. Fields — this list could 
fill a whole book, also. 

And anyone who reads EX- 
MUTANTS can probably guess | listen 
toa lot of music. Chuck Berry, Buddy 
Holly, Bruce Springsteen and, of 
course, the Beatles. Steely Dan, The 
Doors, the Beach Boys, and Simon 
and Garfunkel. Old Motown and the 
Rolling Stones. Louis Armstrong, 
Duke Ellington, Count Basie, and Ella 
Fitzgerald. Or, to make it short, just 
about everything. 

And guess what? 

Sometimes | don’t read any- 
thing. Not a comic book, not a “real” 
book (you know, the kind without pic- 
tures). | don’t turn on the TV, or even 
the stereo, or go to a ball-game or a 
movie. 

Sometime | just go out. Just do 
stuff, any stuff. Frankly, some of my 
best writing has been inspired by all- 
night, all-out drunken binges. Not that 
I'm endorsing all-night drunken binges 
— they're not for amateurs, and even 
years of bartending have left me ill- 
equipped to deal with some of the 
more bizarre evenings. 

But the point is: do things you 
enjoy. Read things you enjoy. But that 

, Strange looking comic book up in the 
‘corner of the rack, the one that looks 
interesting but you're not sure about, 
instead of buying something to stuff 
into a plastic bag without reading. Go 
to a movie, watch the World Series. 

In short, if you want to write, go 
out and live for a while. 

After all, that stack of comic 
books will still be waiting when you get 
back. 


Keep watching the skies, 
David Lawrence 
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